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Treaty period: 1770’s-1870’s

Not all treaties were the same:  

● all included land
● most recognized sovereignty
● most promised protected reservation land 

and services including medical care, 
education, food and clothing

1770’s-1832: Independent nations

1832-1870’s: Domestic dependents

1871:  US HR stopped recognizing individual Tribal nations 
as independent nations with whom they would negotiate 
treaties

Treaty of Penn with Indians by Benjamin West



DOCTRINE OF TRUST RESPONSIBILITY

● US Supreme Court interpretation of a body of nearly 400 treaties between the US government and Indian tribes. The 
Doctrine of Trust Responsibility states that the US government has a responsibility to uphold its end of bargaining with Indian 
tribes by both respecting the autonomy of tribes and providing for their health, education, and well-being. 

● In 1977, the Senate report of the American Indian Policy Review Commission expressed the trust obligation as follows:

The purpose behind the trust doctrine is and always has been to ensure the 
survival and welfare of Indian tribes and people. This includes an obligation to 
provide those services required to protect and enhance tribal lands, resources, 
and self-government, and also includes those economic and social programs which 
are necessary to raise the standard of living and social well-being of the Indian 
people to a level comparable to the non-Indian society.

● Persistence of Doctrine, 1983, US. v. Mitchell, "the undisputed existence of a general trust relationship between the United 
States and the Indian people" which "has long dominated the government’s dealings with Indians." Again in United States v. 
Navajo Nation, 2003 and United States v. White Mountain Apache Tribe, 2003







CAUSES

• Cultural disconnect

• Early literacy

• Social Determinants of Education



CULTURAL DISCONNECT

Absence of historical truths, devaluation

“Stop Outs” (Rosen)

Individualism v. Community



BOARDING SCHOOLS 1860-78

• Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Jefferson Morgan: 

“A wild Indian requires a thousand acres to roam over, while an intelligent 
man will find a comfortable support for his family on a very small tract. When the rising 
generation of indians have become civilized and have learned how to 
utilize the land they live on, a vast domain now useless can be thrown 
open to settlement and become the seat of great farms, happy homes, 
thriving towns and cities, and vast mining and commercial industries. 
Barbarism is costly, wasteful and extravagant. Intelligence promotes thrift and increases 
prosperity.” (Adams, pg 20)
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EARLY LITERACY

4TH GRADE 
READING SCORES 

Source:  National Assessment of Education Progress Report 2022
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SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF EDUCATION
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SOLUTIONS

● Culturally informed
● Holistic v. piecemeal
● Family involvement 
● Tribal community, governments, and organizational involvement
● Longitudinal student support and transition programs
● American Indian & Alaska Native developed and/or guided 



https://dpi.wi.gov/news/dpi-connected/american-indian-studies-and-act-31

Wisconsin Act 31 1989-91

● Representative Frank Boyle, 89th Assembly District

● Response to racism and ignorance of history, treaty rights and 
tribal sovereignty during the Walleye Wars of the 1980s

● All public schools are required to provide lessons on the 
history, sovereignty and culture of the 11 tribes and bands of 
federally-recognized tribes in Wisconsin



https://www.dot.state.mn.us/
tribaltraining/tribe-map.html 
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Association of American Indian Physicians 
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Goal:  
Improve AIAN education and health 
outcomes. 

Objectives: 
● Increase the numbers of and 

effectiveness of existing AIAN 
pathways programs

● Increase the numbers of AIAN 
graduating health professionals

● Increase the numbers of AIAN 
health professionals returning 
to work in AIAN communities 
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In Summary

● AIAN health disparities are impacted by limited access to care
● Access can be improved by improving educational outcomes at all levels of education 

and increasing the numbers of AIAN graduating heath professionals
● The causes of AIAN educational disparities are systemic and deeply rooted in this 

country’s history
● Changing AIAN educational outcomes requires solutions that are holistic, 

longitudinal, and sustained, and led by AIAN people. 
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