


Community Reflections and Project Testimonials

Alicia

"Creating a group like this, first and foremost, takes a lot of trust and vulnerability. Come in with an open mind, be
ready to learn and possibly have hard conversations. So grateful to have humans like this helping to get the message out
to our communities about pregnant people in prison."

Victoria

"The knowledge and connections I’ve gained have been invaluable in building a stronger community. I’ve learned about

new approaches & why things were done a certain way in the past. By combining our knowledge and experiences,
we’ve created a powerful resource."”

Cheri

"Ultimately, community engagement not only helps individuals reintegrate but also transforms communities into spaces
of empathy, support and justice. It reminds us that we all play a role in shaping the future of those impacted by
incarceration."

Brittany

"I believe the CRC has empowered me—it has allowed the opportunity to be part of the research as opposed to a
subject."”

Rea

"A truly engaged process means not just asking for input but showing how it informs future decisions. Our lived
experiences should be centered in meaningful decision-making, not just referenced for credibility or to help fund an
organization that gives me nothing in return."

Sam

"Once a project comes to an end, there are many feelings that go along with it. The joy and excitement of knowing that
you made an impact and were able to work with so many amazing individuals. Also the sadness of knowing it has come
to completion."

Kristie

"When community members—especially those whose voices have long been silenced by systemic injustices—are
compensated for their contributions, it reaffirms that our knowledge and expertise are valid and invaluable."
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