


Participatory Research with People Impacted by Incarceration

1. Start Here

e Mission: Cultivate research with, by, and for people impacted by incarceration.
¢ Goal: Disrupt harmful research practices.
e Approach: Establish a set of values, not just a checklist.

2. Positionality

e Reflect on and ground in positionality by asking:
1. What voices are most present on your team?

2. What are our commitments and values in this work?
3. Project Funding
e Partnership: Maintain a budget specifically for paying community members for their time and work.
4. Recruitment

e Community Research Council: Involve directly impacted community members to provide direction and
leadership.

e Structure: Ensure the council meets regularly.
5. Launching a Community Advisory Board

¢ Key Questions:
o What are our group’s guiding principles?
o How do we build relationships?

e Accessibility: Attend to communication barriers and offer access, including internet access and navigation of
prison/jail scheduling.

6. Engagement in Research Activities

¢ Involvement: Involve the community in collecting and analyzing data.
o Agency: Allow community partners to engage how they’d like with prison/jail faculty and staff.

o Safety: Always consider confidentiality.
7. Nurturing Relationships

o Foundation: Create reciprocal relationships rooted in trust.



e Maintenance:
o Check-in regularly.
o Celebrate project milestones.
o Provide tokens of appreciation.
8. Evaluation
e Consistency: Regularly evaluate to strengthen and improve the work.
o Alignment: Ask: "Are we upholding our group’s guiding principles, goals, and relationships?"
9. Dissemination
e Audience: Share information with directly impacted communities, not just academics.
e Creativity: Use accessible formats like art, zines, podcasts, etc.
10. Sunsetting Project

¢ Closure: Celebrate and honor time spent together.

e Longevity: Maintain relationships (don't just "fly in and fly out").
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